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Abstract

The main objective of this study is to investigate the
effect of innovations in human resource practices and
innovation capability on company performance with an
emphasis on the mediating role of competitive advantage
in food industry companies in Zanjan province. This
study is applied in terms of its purpose and is
descriptive-analytical, using a survey method with a
causal approach. The statistical population of the present
study includes employees of food industry companies in
Zanjan province, whose statistical sample is 150 people,
who were selected using the Cochran formula and a
simple random method in a proportional manner. The
primary data collection tool is a standard questionnaire.
The reliability of the questionnaire was confirmed by
reporting the total Cronbach's alpha coefficient.
Descriptive and inferential statistical methods were used
in data analysis, and in descriptive analyses, SPSS
version 21 software was used, and in inferential analyses
and testing of research hypotheses, structural equations
and LISREL 8.8 software were used. The results of the
study using the path analysis technique show that
innovations in human resource practices have an effect
on company performance and competitive advantage.
Innovation capabilities affect company performance and
competitive advantage. Competitive advantage also
affects company performance.Finally,practical
suggestions are provided based on the research results.
Keywords:Innovations in human resource practices,
innovation capabilities,firm performance, mediator of
competitive advantage
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