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Abstract

Trade facilitation can be beneficial for all
countries, both exporters and importers, and
increase their access to production inputs and their
participation in global value chains. In the
meantime, reducing the time and costs of customs
processes plays an effective role in facilitating
trade and improving business indicators; therefore,
identifying and resolving challenges in the customs
area is of great importance. In this article, some of
the most important challenges of customs, such as
multiple customs, multiple procedures, valuation
and tariff determination methods, integrated border
management, establishment of systems, delays in
issuing licenses, smuggling of goods, goods
depositing in customs premises, lack of human and
financial resources of customs, weak logistics and
infrastructure, challenges in managing abandoned
goods and acquired property, challenges arising
from oppressive sanctions in financial and
commodity exchanges with other countries, etc.,
are examined. In the final section of the article,
solutions are presented for developing interactions
between customs and free and special economic
zones. These solutions, by focusing on removing
administrative  obstacles,  facilitating  trade
processes, and supporting manufacturing units, can
pave the way for an export leap and enhance Iran's
position in regional and global trade.

Keywords: Developing customs interactions,
free zones, and addressing existing challenges
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