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The role of memes and humorous content in shaping the political attitudes

of young people in Iranian cyberspace
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Abstract

. In the last decade, memes and humorous content on
social networks have become important tools in shaping
the political discourse of the young generation,
especially in societies where official media face
structural limitations. The aim of this study is to examine
the impact of political memes and digital humorous
content on the formation of critical political attitudes
among Iranian youth. This study is applied in terms of
its purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of its
method, using a survey method with a causal approach.
The statistical population in this study consists of
university students in Tehran between the ages of YA and
Y+ who have active access to social networks and are
exposed to humorous political content. Based on the
Morgan table and considering the approximate size of
the population of Y<»+++ the sample size was
determined to be YAt people. The primary data
collection tool is a standard questionnaire, and its
validity was confirmed by face validity and factor
analysis method with the KMO index, as well as its
reliability by reporting the total Cronbach's alpha
coefficient (+,A£Y). Descriptive and inferential
statistical methods were used in data analysis, and SPSS
version Y1 was used in descriptive analyses and
hypothesis testing. The findings showed that exposure to
political memes, understanding humorous messages,
and symbolic participation had a positive and significant
relationship with critical political attitudes, and these
three variables jointly explained £47 of the variance in
political attitudes. The results of the study indicate that
political humor in cyberspace is an effective tool for
representing critical viewpoints, facilitating symbolic
activism, and redefining informal political participation
among youth

Keywords: Media trust, social networks,
cyberspace, digital culture, online activism
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